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Concerto for Piano and Chamber Orchestra was conceived in February of  2013, and

conceptually it is my attempt to fuse personal expressions of  jazz and classical music into

one fully realized statement. 

 

Originally I planned to write the first movement in sonata form with a double exposition, a

reflection of  the ritornello concept that was so often used in classical and romantic piano

concertos. This formal concept ended up only influencing the composition, with the final

product being a more fluid form. A fugato begins where the second theme would normally

appear, and the second theme does not fully appear until near the end of  the solo piano

section. The result is that the second theme when finally revealed is so reminiscent of  the

history of  jazz and classical synthesis that it does not sound completely new, and in fact is a

return of  something that was heard before, but only hinted at in this piece. 

The second movement is a kind of  deconstructive set of  variations. I worked from a specific

theme and harmonic pattern which is implied throughout the movement. However, the full

theme is not disclosed until the final variation. The variations are interrupted by moments of

pure rhythmic effectual music, containing harmony made up of  major chords with an added

fourth, defying resolution, and dissolving each time back into a new variation. 

The third movement is in rondo form, using rhythmic and harmonic influences from jazz.

The percussion plays a substantial role in this movement, acting as a counterpoint to the

piano part throughout. This movement and the piece concludes with an extended coda,

inspired indirectly by the simple complexities of  an improvisational piano solo, building in

complexity as the concerto draws to a close. 

The Concerto is built from long melodies, expansive harmonic motion, and formal concepts.

Despite the jazz influences, a pianist performing this piece need not be comfortable

improvising in jazz. In fact, it is unnecessary and is not required for any performance. The

decision to exclude improvisation from this piece was a difficult one, and was not done

without reservation. I cherish improvisation as an element of  performance and a way of

generating new interactions and ideas. However, I ultimately decided that the jazz influence I

was looking for was not the performance practice of  jazz, but something else. Although an

improviser could no doubt create some beautiful, emphatic additions to this piece, I have

written every note and encourage a performance of  the score. That being said, I am a firm

believer in the connection of  interpretation to improvisation, and encourage all interpreters

of  this piece to approach it will the recognition that their input is essential to bring the piece

to life, and should not be afraid to fully engage their own concept of  music in performing the

written page. 

  

Elliot Sneider 

November 2013 
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INSTRUMENTATION

2 Flutes (2nd doubling Piccolo)

2 Oboes  (2nd doubling English Horn)

2 Bb Clarinets (1st and 2nd doubling A Clarinet)

Bassoon

2 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in Bb

Trombone (doubling Bass Trombone)

Piano

Percussion*

6 First Violins

4 Second Violins

2 Violas

2 Violoncellos

Contrabass

*Percussion (One Performer):

Bass Drum

Crotales

Cymbals

Snare Drum

Timpani

Tubular Bells

Vibraphone

Duration : approximately 27 minutes

Movement I - approximately 11 minutes

Movement II - approximately 7 minutes

Movement III- approximately 9 minutes
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Maestoso sostenuto (q = ca.58)V
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